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laws did much harm to Russia and Russians. In dealing
with the Jewish legislation, I did not consider primarily the
advantages to be derived from a certain measure by the
Jewish race. What was foremost in my mind was the effect
of this or that measure upon Russia as a whole.
All the more important legal provisions relating to the
Jews, which have become effective in the course of the last
decade, were enacted as temporary measures. The decrees
usually opened with the Pharisaic formula: "Pending the
revision of the laws relating to the Jews, we order, etc.,7'
the intimation being that such a revision would be favour-
able to the Jewish population. The truth of the matter is
that the authors of the anti-Jewish laws did not have the
courage to offer a radical and statesmanlike solution of the
problem. As it was known that the Imperial Council was
likely to oppose these restrictive measures, or, at least, tell
the Ministers a few unpleasant truths, the anti-Jewish regu-
lations were enacted either by the Committee of Ministers,
by special commissions, or else by Imperial decrees.
Among the most implacable enemies of the Russian Jews
was Grand Duke Sergey Alexandrovich, the man who, fay
his ultra-reactionary and near-sighted policy, drove Moscow
into the arms of the revolutionists. The measures which
the Grand Duke adopted against the Jews of Moscow the
Committee of Ministers refused to sanction, so that they
had to be passed either by special commissions or directly by
Imperial decrees.
It will take decades or, more probably, centuries to do
away altogether with the Jewish question. The racial
peculiarities of the Jews will disappear only gradually and
slowly* Had the Government followed Alexander IPs
policy toward the Jews, they would not have become one of
the evil factors of our accursed revolution. The Jewish
question would have lost its peculiar acuteness and would